LINTON  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1906. 

IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 


Thirty-Third  Animal  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Linton  Rural  District, 
in  the  Administrative  County  of  Cambridge,  during  the  Twelve 
Months  ending  31st  December,  1906. 
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This  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  “  Memorandum  as  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,”  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  November,  1906.  The  Local  Government  Board  desire  to 
obtain,  through  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  information  on  the  following  specified  subjects  : — 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. — -The  Linton  Rural  District  contains  twenty  parishes 
the  largest  of  which  are  Sawston  and  Linton  with  populations  of  1699,  and  1448  respectively.  The  elevation  above 
Ordnance  Datum  ranges  from  about  70  feet  in  the  Cam  valley  to  the  west  of  the  district,  to  over  400  feet  on  the 
high  ground  to  the  east  of  the  district.  The  geological  formation  of  the  district  is  chalk  covered  on  the  high  ground 
with  boulder  clay  and  in  the  valleys  with  gravel  and  alluvium.  The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £64,297  (land 
£20,088,  buildings  £44,209),  and  the  Assessable  Value  is  £54,258. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health. — The 
inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  At  Sawston  there  are  two  leather  and  parchment  factories, 
and  a  large  paper  mill,  at  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  at  Sawston,  Pampisford  and  Whittlesford  are  employed, 
and  at  Sawston  there  are  two  mineral  water  works  and  at  Duxford  one  chemical  manure  factory.  The  population  at 
the  last  census  was  10,729  persons,  being  a  decrease  of  1391  since  the  previous  census.  The  density  of  population 
is  0'2  persons  per  acre. 

House  accommodation,  especially  for  the  working  classes  :  its  adequacy  and  fitness  for  habitation.  Sufficiency  of  open 
space  about  houses  and  cleanliness  of  surroundings.  Supervision  over  erection  of  new  houses.  Action  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act. — Some  of  the  parishes  are  fairly  wTell  supplied  with  cottages  but  in  others  there  is  a  great  want 
of  better  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes.  There  is  sufficiency  of  open  space  about  most  of  the  houses. 
Many  of  the  existing  cottages  are  old  with  only  two  bedrooms.  Many  of  the  old  cottages  have  been  closed  or  pulled 
down.  During  the  ten  years  1891  to  1901  there  was  a  decrease  of  179  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  32  being  in  the  parish  of  Balsham,  13  in  West  Wratting,  29  in  Castle  Camps,  21  in  Horseheath,  and  16  in 
Linton.  At  Balsham  and  West  Wratting  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  habitable  cottages  has  been  going  on  for 
many  years;  at  Balsham  there  were  269  inhabited  houses  in  1871  and  only  193  at  the  last  census,  being  a  decrease 
of  76 ;  and  at  West  Wratting  there  were  166  inhabited  houses  in  1871,  and  only  113  at  the  last  census,  being  a 
decrease  of  53.  The  purely  agricultural  villages  in  this  district  are  becoming  less  and  less  populous  as  not  many  new 
houses  have  been  built  in  recent  years.  The  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1906  was  only  2,  both  at  Duxford. 
With  a  view  to  providing  some  better  cottages  the  Rural  District  Council  have  been  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  the  County  Council  to  the  adoption  of  Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  for  five  of  the 
parishes  in  the  district.  After  an  Inquiry  held  on  June  9th,  1904,  the  County  Council  sanctioned  the  adoption  of 
Part  III  for  the  parish  of  Linton.  The  holding  of  the  Inquiry  for  the  other  parishes  has  been  postponed  for  the 
present.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  ten  cottages  at  Linton  with  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land 
for  each  cottage.  The  cottages  will  be  built  in  two  blocks  with  five  cottages  in  each  block.  The  plans  have  received 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Board  has  sanctioned  a  loan  of  £1500  for  the  purpose  of  pur¬ 
chasing  the  site  and  building  the  cottages.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  sanctioned  the  loan  for  a  period  of 
sixty  years,  but  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  lend  for  a  longer  period  than  fifty 
years  at  4J  per  cent,  interest,  but  an  offer  has  been  obtained  from  the  Prudential  Assurance  Company  for  a  loan  of 
£1500  at  3f  per  cent,  for  sixty  years.  In  addition  to  this  there  will  be  the  annual  repayment  of  principal.  As  this 
is  a  first  experiment  the  Rural  District  Council  are  anxious  to  obtain  the  loan  at  as  low  a  rate  of  interest  as 
possible  and  for  as  long  a  period  as  possible.  During  the  year  the  site  agreed  upon,  comprising  2f  acres,  has  been 
purchased  for  £160,  but  the  building  of  the  cottages  has  not  yet  been  begun,  partly,  I  believe,  because  the  Rural 
District  Council  anticipate  fresh  legislation  with  reference  to  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  and  a  possible 
reduction  of  interest  on  loans.  There  is  no  direct  supervision  over  erection  of  new  houses  as  the  Model  Building 
Byelaws  for  Rural  Districts  have  not  yet  been  adopted  in  this  district. 


Seweraqe  and  drainage :  its  sufficiency  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  Condition  of  sewers  ami  house  drains.  Method 
or  methods  of  disposal  of  sewage.  Localities  where  improvements  are  needed.  With  the  exception  of  Sawston,  there 

is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  any  of  the  villages  in  this  district,  but  stormwater  drains  receive  slopwater  in  the 
villages  of  Linton,  Whittlesford,  Balsham,  West  Wratting,  and  Babraham,  and  part  of  the  village  of  Castle  Camps  is 
drained  by  a  pipe  sewer  terminating  in  a  field  outside  the  village.  In  most  of  the  other  villages  the  cottages  have 
gardens  on  which  the  slopwater  can  be  disposed  of.  Some  of  the  larger  houses  are  drained  into  cesspools.  At  the 
outfall  settling  beds  at  Sawston  there  is  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  very  large  amount  of  solid  and  liquid 
refuse  sent  down  the  sewers  from  Messrs.  Evans  and  Sons’  leather  and  parchment  works.  The  matter  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  a  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  meet  the 
manager  of  the  factory  with  a  view  to  coming  to  some  arrangement  for  reducing  the  amount  of  refuse  sent  from  4 
the  factory  down  the  sewers  to  the  settling  beds. 

Pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  District,  the  sources  and  nature  of  such  pollution  and  any  action  taken  to 
check  it.  At  Linton  slopwater  finds  its  way  through  the  stormwater  drains  into  the  river. 

Excrement  Disposal :  system  in  vogue ;  defects,  if  any.  Some  of  the  houses  have  water-closets  connected  with 
cesspools,  others  have  earth  closets  or  pail  closets,  but  most  of  the  cottages  have  privy  closets.  During  the  year 
44  privies  have  been  repaired  or  reconstructed,  and  6  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets.  The  contents  of  the 
privies  are  disposed  of  on  the  gardens  or  allotments.  With  a  few  exceptions  the  houses  have  sufficient  ground 
for  the  disposal  of  waste  matter. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse — whether  by  public  scavenger  or  occupiers  :  frequency  and  method.  There  is 
no  public  scavenging  in  any  of  the  parishes  in  the  district.  The  house  refuse  is  removed  and  disposed  of  by  the 
occupiers.  Usually  the  inhabitants  find  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  refuse  by  digging  it  into  their  gardens 
or  removing  it  to  their  allotments,  but  when  the  refuse  is  improperly  disposed  of  or  is  allowed  to  accumulate  a 
notice  is  served  on  the  person  causing  the  nuisance.  During  the  year  37  such  notices  for  the  removal  of 
offensive  accumulations  were  served. 

Water  supply  of  the  District  or  its  several  parts:  its  source  ( from  public  service  or  otherwise J,  nature  (river  water, 
well  water,  upland  water,  etc.),  sufficiency,  wholesomeness,  and  freedom  ( by  special  treatment  or  otherwise )  from  risks  of 
pollution.  The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  chiefly  from  the  chalk.  The  supply  is  sufficient,  and  where 
the  wells  are  properly  constructed,  or  bored  and  lined  with  iron  tubes  to  keep  out  the  surface  pollution,  the  water 
is  wholesome  and  free  from  risk  of  pollution.  On  the  high  ground  to  the  east  of  the  district  where  the  chalk  is 
covered  by  boulder  clay  the  chalk  water  can  only  be  reached  by  digging  or  boring  through  the  boulder  clay  into 
the  chalk.  A  good  deal  has  been  done  in  this  district  towards  obtaining  a  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water 
for  the  villages.  The  villages  of  Balsham,  West  Wratting,  West  Wickham,  Weston  Colville  and  Castle  Camps  have  been 
provided  by  the  Rural  District  Council  with  public  water  supplies  derived  from  deep  wells.  At  Carlton,  Great 
Abington,  Horseheath,  Babraham,  and  Duxford  there  are  public  dug  wells  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
and  several  of  the  villages  situate  along  the  valley  of  the  Cam  which  were  formerly  dependent  upon  shallow  dug 
wells  in  the  chalk,  very  liable  to  pollution,  have  now  been  provided  by  the  District  Council  with  public  pumps 
supplied  from  tube  wells  bored  about  120  feet  into  the  chalk  and  lined  with  iron  tubes.  There  are  7  of 
these  bored  wells  with  pumps  at  Sawston,  5  at  Pampisford,  3  at  Linton,  2  at  Whittlesford,  and  1  at  Hinxton. 

In  these  parishes  there  is  always  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  free  from  any  risk  of  pollution. 
The  substitution  of  these  bored  wells  for  the  old  open  shallow  dug  wells  has  been  the  means  of  effectually  stamping 
out  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever,  which  was  very  prevalent  in  Sawston  and  Pampisford  previous  to  the  introduction 
by  me  of  bored  tube  wells  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  water  supply  from  specific  pollution.  Certificates  have 
been  granted  under  Section  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  for  2  newly  erected  dwelling-houses  at  Duxford. 
The  rainfall  in  this  district  during  1906  is  given  in  the  following  table. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Rainfall  in  inches,  1906  :  Carlton  Hall 

3-10 

2-19 

2-27 

0-84 

1-60 

3-50 

0-64 

0.88 

1-14 

3-39 

3-65 

2-53 

26-23 

Sawston  Hall 

2-71 

1-85 

1-58 

0-81 

1-25 

3-32 

1-75 

1-15 

0-87 

3'46 

3-44 

2-13 

24-32 

The  rainfall  at  Carlton  during  1906  was  1-59  inch  above  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  and  the 
rainfall  at  Sawston  during  1906  was  2-33  inches  above  the  average  of  the  previous  seven  years.  The  rainfall 
at  Carlton  and  Sawston  during  previous  years  is  given  in  the  following  table. 


1896 

18S7 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Average. 

Rainfall  in  inches  :  Carlton 

29-01 

22-85 

22-78 

25  14 

27-07 

21  98 

20-44 

35-13 

21-04 

20  98 

24-64 

Sawston 

— 

— 

— 

20-28 

21-93 

19-66 

19-24 

31-68 

19-31 

21-84 

21-99 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision,  e.g.,  lodging  houses,  slaughter  houses,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops, 
bakehouses,  factories  and  workshops,  and  offensive  trades. — There  are  no  lodging  houses  in  the  district.  There  are  15 
slaughter  houses  which  have  been  inspected,  most  of  which  are  fairly  satisfactory,  hut  some  are  structurally  defective. 
A  Register  is  kept  of  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  in  the  district.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  is  42. 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order  are  in  force  in  this  district.  During  the  year  about 
fifty  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  made.  Some  of  the  cowsheds  are  satisfactory  in  regard  to 
cleanliness,  light,  and  sanitation  generally,  but  others  are  not  so  satisfactory.  Generally  speaking  cows  are  not  kept 
indoors  much  as  they  are  grazed  on  grass  land  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  when  not  so  grazed  are  turned 
out  during  a  portion  of  each  day.  Most  of  the  dairies  are  kept  clean  and  satisfactory.  At  some  of  them  the  milk  is 
used  chiefly  for  making  butter,  and  the  skim  milk  or  separated  milk  is  used  for  feeding  calves  or  pigs.  Factories 
and  workshops,  including  bakehouses,  are  referred  to  in  a  special  report. 

Schools,  especially  public  elementary  schools  ;  sanitary  condition  of,  including  water  supply  ;  action  taken  in  relation 
to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. — There  are  22  public  elementary  schools 
in  this  district.  Seven  of  the  school  buildings  are  very  good,  and  the  others  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  sanitary 
condition.  The  schools  at  Sawston  have  a  good  water  supply  from  a  bored  tube  well  on  the  premises,  and  eight  other 
schools  have  their  water  supply  from  wells  on  the  premises.  The  other  schools  derive  their  water  from  the  public 
supply  in  the  village  or  from  private  wells  near.  As  schools  are  important  agents  in  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
children  from  infected  houses  are  excluded  from  attending. 

Bye-laws:  steps  taken  for  their  enforcement ;  any  need  of  amendment  or  of  further  bye-laws. — The  Model  Building 
Bye-laws  for  Rural  Districts  have  not  yet  been  adopted  in  this  district,  nor  have  any  other  bye-laws  been  adopted  for 
this  district  with  the  exception  of  the  regulations  for  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  referred  to  above. 

Nuisances :  proceedings  for  their  abatement — any  remaining  unabated. — The  inspection  of  the  district  has  been 
systematically  continued,  and  all  matters  requiring  action  to  be  taken  have  been  reported  to  the  District  Council  and 
the  directions  of  the  Council  carried  out.  Where  required,  notices  were  issued  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  most 
of  which  were  complied  with  without  further  legal  proceedings  being  necessary.  The  number  of  notices  issued 
during  the  year  was  87  in  the  following  parishes:  Sawston  4,  Linton  18,  Carlton  7,  West  Wratting  1,  Balsham  10, 
Castle  Camps  2,  Shudy  Camps  1,  Little  Abington  4,  Great  Abington  10,  Whittlesford  6,  Ickleton  2,  Horseheath  5, 
Pampisford  1,  Hinxton  1,  Duxford  14,  and  West  Wickham  1.  In  addition  to  these  65  nuisances  were  abated  without 
being  reported  to  the  Council. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  :  notification;  isolation  hospital  accommodation  and  its  sufficiency ; 
disinfection. — The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  has  been  in  force  in  this  district  since  September  1st,  1895. 
There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  this  district.  The  cases  which  have  occurred  during  the  year  have  been  isolated 
as  far  as  possible  in  their  own  homes,  and  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
Children  from  infected  houses  have  been  excluded  from  attending  school,  and  disinfectants  have  been  supplied,  and 
printed  instructions  and  precautions  given  and  explained.  The  houses  have  been  afterwards  disinfected  by 
Mr.  F.  Chappell,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  during  the  year  was  seven. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 


The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act. — This  Act  has  been  compulsory  in  this  district  since 
September  1st,  1895.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  1906  was  20,  equivalent  to  1-9  per  thousand 
population.  The  cases  notified  in  each  year  since  the  (Notification)  Act  came  into  force  in  this  district  were: — 

Year  .  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906 

Notified  Cases  ...  34  41  53  130  145  20  53  61  69  28  33  20 

Small  Pox. — No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  in  this  district  during  1906,  nor  in  any  of  the  twelve  years 
since  notification  has  been  compulsory  in  this  district. 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina. — There  were  5  cases  (none  fatal)  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  this  district  during 
1906.  The  cases  occurred  :— 1  at  Ickleton  in  July,  3  at  Duxford  in  October  and  November,  and  1  at  Whittlesford 
in  December.  In  each  case  the  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  deaths  registered  in  this  district  during  each  of  the  ten  years  1896-1905  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever— Year— 1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  Ten  Years. 

Cases  notified  ...  5  13  72  71  1  7  13  12  8  12  214 

Deaths  registered  ...  —  —  4  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  5 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  this  district  during  these  ten  years  was  214,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths  was  5,  being  equivalent  to  2-3  per  cent,  of  cases  notified. 


Diphtheria. — There  were  3  cases  (one  fatal)  of  Diphtheria,  and  4  cases  (none  fatal)  notified  Membranous  Croup, 
making  a  total  of  7  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The  cases  occurred 3  Diphtheria  in  September,  2  at 
Whittlesford  and  1  (fatal)  at  Horseheath,  and  4  notified  Membranous  Croup  at  Sawston  in  March,  April,  July  and 
November.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup)  and  deaths  registered  in  this  district  during 
each  of  the  ten  years  1896-1905  were : — 

Diphtheria—  Year—  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  Ten  Years. 

Cases  notified  ..15  10  31  48  7  32  27  25  7  6  208 

Deaths  registered  ...2  —  5  5  —  4  3  —  —  —  19 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  this  district  during  these  ten  years  was  208,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths  was  19,  being  equivalent  to  9-l  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever. — There  were  2  cases  (both  fatal)  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified  during  the  year.  One 
a  woman,  aged  31,  who  came  from  Cambridge  to  Little  Abington  where  she  died,  and  the  other  a  farm  labourer, 
aged  49,  who  died  at  Hildersham.  In  each  case  proper  precautions  were  taken,  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of 
the  disease.  The  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  deaths  registered  during  each  of  the  ten  years  1896-1905  were : — 

Typhoid  Fever—  Year—  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  Ten  Years. 

Cases  notified...  ...  16  24  14  9  3  4  —  3  1  1  75 

Deaths  registered  ...  3  1  5  —  1  1  —  2  —  —  13 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified  in  this  district  during  these  ten  years  was  75,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths  was  13,  being  equivalent  to  17-3  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified. 

Continued  Fever. — No  case  notified  during  1906.  The  only  case  of  Continued  Fever  during  the  previous  ten 
years  was  one  (fatal)  in  1898. 

Puerperal  Fever.— There  was  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  in  this  district  during  1906.  The  only  cases 
notified  in  this  district  since  the  Notification  Act  came  in  force  were : — 1  (fatal)  in  1897,  1  in  1898,  1  (fatal)  in  1899, 
1  (fatal)  in  1900,  2  (1  fatal)  in  1903,  and  2  in  1905. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  6  cases  (none  fatal)  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  1906  in  six  parishes.  The  parishes 


in  which  the  cases  occurred 

are  given  in 

Table  III. 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  in 

this  district  during  each  of 

the  previous  ten  years  were 

: — 

Year  ... 

1896 

1897  1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903  1904 

1905 

Cases  notified... 

5 

5  11 

16 

8 

10 

20 

27  12 

12 

Deaths  registered 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases. — Typhus  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Cholera,  and  Plague. — No  case  has  been  notified 
from  any  of  these  diseases  during  1906,  or  in  any  of  the  previous  ten  years. 

Other  Zymotic  Diseases  not  Notifiable. — Measles  caused  11  deaths  in  this  district  during  1906,  8  at  Sawston, 
3  in  January  and  5  in  March,  where  the  disease  was  epidemic,  1  at  Hildersham  in  April,  and  2  at  Little  Abington 
in  April  and  May.  Whooping  Cough  caused  3  deaths,  1  at  Duxford  in  May,  1  at  Ickleton  in  September, 
and  1  at  Linton  in  September.  Diarrhoea  caused  4  deaths,  3  at  Sawston  and  1  at  Duxford  in  September. 
A  Special  Report  on  the  outbreak  of  Measles  at  Sawston  was  prepared  by  me  at  the  request  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  deaths  belonging  to  this  district  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea 
during  the  ten  preceding  years  were : — 


Year 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900  1901 

1902 

1903 

1904  1905 

Total. 

Rate. 

Measles  ... 

2 

1 

7 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10 

009 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6 

1 

— 

6  — 

2 

2 

—  — 

17 

015 

Diarrhoea 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3  — 

1 

— 

2  — 

19 

0-17 

Influenza  caused  1  death  among  persons  belonging  to  this  district  during  the  year  1906.  The  death 
occurred  at  Castle  Camps  in  May.  The  deaths  from  Influenza  since  its  introduction  into  this  district  in 
December  1889  were  : — 


Influenza  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906 
Deaths...  —  4  17  39  11  4  11  3  4  9  10  24  7  5  8  6  13  1 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  203,  of  which  113  were  boys  and  90  were  girls 
equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  20-2  per  thousand  population  as  compared  with  a  mean  birth-rate  of  22-3  in  the  previous 
ten  years  and  a  mean  of  27'6  in  the  ten  years  1886-1895,  and  a  mean  of  30-0  in  the  ten  years  1876-1885. 

Deaths.  The  Deaths  from  all  causes  registered  during  the  year  numbered  159  (96  males,  63  females),  to  which 
8  deaths  must  be  added  (5  males,  3  females),  among  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died  in  public  institutions 
outside  the  district,  and  4  deaths  (3  males  and  1  female)  occurring  in  the  workhouse  among  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  district,  must  be  subtracted.  After  these  corrections  the  number  of  deaths  among  persons  belonging  to  the  district 
becomes  163  (98  males,  65  females),  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  16'2  per  thousand  population  as  against  a  mean 
death-rate  of  14'4  during  the  previous  ten  years. 

In  the  following  Table  is  given  the  number  of  persons  living  in  the  Linton  Rural  District  at  each  of  the  stated 
age-periods,  and  the  mean  annual  number  of  deaths  at  each  age-period,  also  the  proportion  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths. 


At  Age-periods. 

Under  1  Year. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  UPWARDS. 

Persons  living 

209 

851 

2476 

1679 

4582 

929 

Mean  Annual  Deaths  - 

23 

8 

5 

7 

40 

73 

Per  cent  of  Total  Deaths 

15 

5 

3 

4 

26 

47 

Over  38  per  cent,  of  all  the  persons  dying  in  this  district  during  the  ten  years  1896-1905,  reached  the  age  of 
70  years  and  upwards. 


Infantile  Mortality  in  the  Linton  Rural  District  during  the  year  1906  was  in  the  proportion  of  83  deaths 
recorded  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  births  as  compared  with  a  mean  of  91  during  the  previous  ten 
years,  and  a  mean  of  98  during  the  ten  years  1886-1895.  The  number  of  infants  per  thousand  registered  births  who 
die  before  they  complete  the  first  year  of  life  is  generally  accepted  as  the  most  sensitive  test  of  the  health  of  a  given 
population.  The  deaths  of  infants  from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age  are  given  in 
Table  V. 

The  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  21  deaths  during  the  year,  equal  to  2-09  per  thousand  population. 
The  deaths  and  death-rates  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  in  this  district  during  the  ten  years  1896-1905 
were : — 


Year 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Ten  Years, 

Total  Zymotic  Deaths 

11 

9 

28 

9 

10 

5 

6 

4 

2 

— 

84 

Zymotic  Death-rates 

0-9 

0-7 

2-5 

0-8 

0-9 

0-4 

0-5 

0-3 

0-2 

o-o 

0-7 

Consumption  and  Other  Tubercular  Diseases.  Consumption  caused  11  deaths  equal  to  1.0  per  thousand  popula¬ 
tion.  Other  tubercular  diseases  caused  1  death  equal  to  0.1  per  thousand  population.  The  deaths  from  these 
diseases  in  previous  years  were  : — 

Deaths  from  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  Ten  Years.  Mean  Rates. 

Consumption  14  11  10  7  7  11  7  8  7  15  97  0.89 

Other  Tubercular  diseases  3311421223  22  0-20 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Consumption  and  other  tubercular  diseases  during  the  thirty-two  years  1874- 
1905  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  at  specified  age-periods  are  given  in  the  following  Table : — 


Total 

Aged 

32  yrs. 

Males. 

Females,  under  lyr.  1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  upwards 

Deaths  from  Consumption  507 

241 

266  10  19 

32 

129 

298 

19 

Deaths  from  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  97 

44 

53  28  28 

26 

8 

6 

1 

Cancer.  Cancer  caused  10  deaths  equal  to  0.9  per  thousand  population.  The  deaths  from  Cancer  during  each 
of  the  previous  ten  years  were  : — 

1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  Ten  Years.  Mean  Rates. 

Cancer  Deaths  8  6  12  10  9  9  7  11  9  14  95  0‘87 

Sarcoma  Deaths  — -  —  —  2  —  —  —  —  —  2  4  0'03 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  thirty-two  years  1874-1905,  and  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  at  specified  age-periods  are  given  in  the  following  Table 

Total  32  years.  Males.  Females.  Aged  under  1  year.  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-65  65  upwards. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  276  111  165  —  —  —  —  134  142 

The  Tabular  Statements  according  to  the  Forms  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  and  V.  supplied  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  the  Sickness  and  Mortality  within  the  district  are  appended  to  this  report. 

WILLIAM  ARMISTEAD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LINTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  I. — VITAL  STATISTICS  of  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1906  and  previous  Ten  Years. 


Total  Deaths  Registered  in 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 

Nett  Deaths  at 

Population 
estimated  to 

Rtrtttr. 

Deaths 

of  Non- 

residents 

all  Ages 

Under  1  Year  of  Age 

At  all  Ages. 

in 

residents 

registered 

Belonging  to 

Year. 

middle 

Rate 
per  1,000 

Public 

registered 

in  Public 

the  District. 

of  each  year. 

Number, 

Rate. 

Number 

Number 

Rate. 

Institu¬ 
tions  in 

in  Public 
Institu- 

Institu¬ 

tions 

Number. 

Rate. 

Births 

registered. 

the 

District 

tions  in 
the  Dist. 

beyond 
the  Dist. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1S96 

11424 

302 

26  4 

32 

105 

172 

15-0 

15 

1 

4 

175 

15-3 

1897 

11285 

271 

24-0 

33 

121 

149 

13-2 

2 

— 

3 

152 

13  4 

1898 

11146 

243 

21-8 

29 

119 

186 

16-6 

13 

4 

9 

191 

17-1 

1899 

11007 

236 

21-4 

21 

88 

114 

13-0 

6 

— 

9 

153 

13-8 

1900 

10868 

221 

20  3 

15 

67 

146 

134 

13 

2 

2 

146 

13-4 

1901 

10729 

227 

21-1 

20 

88 

145 

135 

12 

1 

9 

153 

14-2 

1902 

10590 

238 

22-4 

16 

67 

135 

12-7 

12 

— 

7 

142 

13-4 

1903 

10450 

216 

20-6 

20 

92 

138 

13-2 

11 

— 

5 

143 

13  6 

1904 

10311 

210 

203 

24 

114 

150 

14-5 

7 

3 

7 

154 

14-9 

1905 

10172 

249 

24-4 

15 

60 

147 

144 

6 

— 

7 

154 

15-1 

Averages 
for  years 
1896-1905 

10798 

241 

22  3 

22 

91 

151 

139 

10 

1 

6 

156 

14-4 

1906 

10033 

203 

20-2 

17 

83 

159 

15-S 

16 

4 

8 

163 

16-2 

Rates  in  Columns  4,  8  and  13,  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
The  “  Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purpose  of  these  tables  are:  — 

I.  Institutions  within  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  district  : — The  Linton  Workhouse. 

II.  Institutions  outside  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  district  : — Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  and 
Pulbourn  Asylum. 

III.  Other  Institutions — The  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the  district : — none. 

TABLE  II. — VITAL  STATISTICS  of  SEPARATE  PARISHES  in  1906,  Compared  with  the 


Average  of  Ten  Years,  1896-1905. 


Parishes  in 

Bach 

Sub.-District. 

Duxford  S.  D. 

Linton  S.  D. 

Balsham  S.  D. 

Total. 

Babraham. 

Pampisford. 

Sawston. 

T3 

O 

c 0 
CD 

rS 

£ 

Duxford. 

Ickleton. 

0 

-4-3 

* 

5 

Abingtou,  Great 
Abington,  Little 

Hildersham. 

Linton,  W. 

Workhouse. 

£ 

0 

-t-3 

m 

Gamps,  Castle.  | 

P 

: n 

CO 

D. 

ci 

o 

Horseheath. 

West  Wickham. 

Balsham 

|  West  W ratting. 
Weston  Colville. 

Carlton. 

(a) 

Population. 

Census  1901  . . 

CO 

0 

CO 

»— 1 
O 
CO 

669T 

GO 

t— 

>0 

co 

CD 

CO 

05 

1 a 

995 

L—  CD 
CD  r-4 

CM  CM 

C— 

CO 

T— 1 

CO 

rF 

rH 

32 

24 

CM 

GO 

3 

CM 

GO 

2 

CO 
1— 1 

19 

co  1  331  1 

CO 

0 

11 

GO 

t— 

CO 

O 

GO 

L"- 

to  0 
CD  CD 
^  Tti 

to 

t- 

M 

10729 

(b) 

Births 

Registered 

Averages  1896-05 

7 

5 

38 

13 

14 

12 

6 

5  5 

5 

9 

17 

1211 

6 

241 

1906 

7 

4 

36 

11 

12 

11 

2 

5  7 

4 

4 

1 

11 

11 

8 

3 

20 

7  9 

6 

203 

(c) 

Deaths 
at  all  Ages 
“  corrected  ” 

Averages  1896-05 

3 

4 

24 

8 

13 

9 

3 

4  3 

2 

25 

2 

12 

4 

6 

5 

12 

9  4 

4 

156 

1906 

3 

2 

30 

9 

1 

14 

2 

13 

7 

4 

1 

1  7 

1  .. 

7 

19 

1 

10 

5 

7 

3 

7 

7  9 

5 

163 

(d) 

Deaths 
under  1  Year 
“  corrected  ” 

Averages  1896-05 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1  1 

1 

23 

1906 

•  • 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

"f 

17 

Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  have  been  allotted  to  the  respective  Parishes. 


TABLE  III.— CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  during  the  YEAR  1906. 


1906. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in 
whole  District. 

Total  Cases 

NOTIFIED 

IN 

each  Parish. 

No.  of  Cases 

removed  to 

Hospitad 

FROM 

each  Parish. 

Duxford  S.  D 

Linton  S 

.  D. 

Balsham  S. 

D. 

At 

all 

Ages. 

Under  1  year 

1  to  5. 

to 

rH 

O 

Eh 

to 

tO 

CM 

O 

EH 

to 

1 — 1 

tO 

CD 

O 

EH 

tO 

M 

C O 

Q 

< 

£ 

PH 

P 

to 

CD 

Babraham. 

Pampisford. 

Sawston. 

|  Whittlesford. 

Duxford. 

Ickleton. 

Hinxton . 

|  Abington,  Gt. 

|  Abington,  Lt. 

Hildersham. 

Linton,  W. 

Workhouse. 

Bartlow. 

|  Camps,  Castle. 

Camps,  Shudy. 

— 

+3 

cS 
< V 

— 

0) 

CO 

*h 

O 

West  WickhamJ 

Balsham. 

WestWrattingj 

Weston  Colville| 

Carlton. 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

NO 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

5 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Isolation 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

Hospital  in 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

this  District. 

Plague  . . 

Totals  . . 

20 

5 

7 

1 

7 

1 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•• 

1 

Not*. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II  and  IV. 


LINTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  IV. — CAUSES  OF,  and  AGES  at,  DEATH  during  YEAR  1906. 


1906. 

Causes  op  Death. 

Deaths  in 

OR  BELONGING  TO 

Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in 

OR  BELONGING 

(at  ALL  AGES. 

TO 

Parishes 

Total 

Deaths  in 

1  Duxford  S.  D. 

Linton 

S. 

D. 

Balsham 

S. 

D 

At 

all 

Ages. 

-a 

a 

r— 1 

w 

& 

D 

1  TO  5 

*0 

O 

H 

tO 

to 

CM 

O 

H 

0 

r— ! 

25  to  65 

X 

3 

< 

p 

p 

0 

0 

Babraham 

Pampisford 

Sawston 

Whittlesford 

Duxford 

Ickleton 

Hinxton 

Abington,  Gt  1 

Abington,  Lt. 

Hildersham 

Linton 

Bartlow 

Camps,  Castle 

Camps,  Shudy  | 

Horseheath  I 

West  Wickham 

Balsham 

West  W ratting 

Weston  Colville 

Carlton 

Public 

Institutions 

in  the 

District 

(Workhouse) 

Small-pox 

Measles 

ii 

2 

7 

2 

8 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 

1 

1 

1 

Croup 

| Typhus  . . 

Fever  \  Enteric  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

(Other,  Continued 

Epidemic  Influenza  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Cholera 

Plague  . . 

Diarrhcea 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis 

ii 

1 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

i 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

10 

6 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Sarcoma 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

16 

2 

3 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 

Premaure  Birth 

i 

1 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Parturition 

Heart  Diseases 

19 

8 

11 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

Accidents 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

1 

Old  Age 

34 

34 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

All  Other  Causes 

33 

4 

1 

3 

:  0 

16. 

1 

12 

2 

3 

1 

•• 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

All  Causes 

163 

17 

16 

4 

9 

44 

74*  3 

2 

30 

9 

14 

13 

4 

1 1 

7 

7 

19 

1 

10 

5 

7 

3 

7 

7 

9 

5 

16 

Notes— Table  IV.- — In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “Residents”  occurring  in  Public  Institutions,  whether  within  or  without 
the  District  are  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  several  age  groups,  and  also  among  the  deaths  in  their  respective  parishes, 
according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the  deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars;  and  deaths  of  “  Non-residents ”  occurring  in  Public 
Institutions  in  the  District  are  in  like  manner  excluded. 


TABLE  V.  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

CO 

A 

-+-> 

O 

CM 

T—f 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Debility,  Marasmus  . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  . . 

.  . 

All  J  Certified  . . 

2 

1 

.  , 

1 

4 

1 

,  , 

2 

3 

1 

3 

14 

Causes  ( Uncertified 

1 

f 

1 

3 

Estimated  population  Linton  Rural  District  to  middle  of  1906,  10033. 
Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  190 ;  illegitimate  13. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  17,  of  illegitimate  infants  none. 
Deaths  in  the  year  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  163. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  during  the  year  1906  in  the  Rural  District  of  Linton,  in 
the  Administrative  County  of  Cambridge. 


The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  imposes  several  new  powers  and  duties  on  the  Rural  District  Council* 
and  under  Section  132  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  in  his  Annual  Report  to  report  specifically  on 
the  administration  of  this  Act.  The  chief  points  to  be  reported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  thus 
be  classified : — 

(1) .  Sanitary  Condition  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — An  inspection  of  the  workshops  and  workplaces 
in  the  district  has  been  carried  out  and  defects  in  the  sanitary  condition  where  met  with  have  been  dealt  with. 
One  notification  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  occupier  of  a  factory  in  this  district  has  been  received  from  the 
Factory  Inspector  during  the  year  and  three  complaints  of  defects  in  workshops,  which  have  now  been  remedied. 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  in  this  district. 

(2) .  Special  Sanitary  Regulations  for  Bakehouses. — In  this  district  there  are  22  bakehouses  now  on  the 
Register,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  In  none  of  them  does  any  closet,  sewage  pipe,  or 
drain  communicate  directly  with  the  bakehouse,  nor  does  any  water  supply  come  from  any  cistern  serving  a 
w.c.  The  special  regulation  in  regard  to  limewashing  bakehouses  every  six  months  has  been  carried  out. 
In  no  bakehouse  in  this  district  is  any  sleeping  place  on  the  same  level  as  the  bakehouse.  There  is  no 
underground  bakehouse  in  this  district. 

(8).  Home-work. — There  is  a  certain  amount  of  home-work  done  in  this  district,  and  steps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  home-work  being  done  in  any  unwholesome,  overcrowded,  or  badly  ventilated  dwelling.  At 
no  dwelling-house  where  home-work  is  done  has  there  been  any  notifiable  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

(4) .  Lists  of  Out-workers. — The  number  on  the  list  supplied  by  Messrs.  Gurteen  and  Sons,  Clothiers, 
Haverhill,  is  73  at  Castle  Camps,  12  at  Shudy  Camps,  and  1  at  Horseheath,  making  a  total  of  86  out-workers 
on  the  list  in  this  district,  or  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals  the  number  is  172. 

(5) .  Register  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — The  number  of  workshops  and  workplaces  now  on  the  Register 
is  89.  Dressmakers  4,  Bootmakers  10,  Bakehouses  22,  Tailors  5,  Saddlers  6,  Wheelwrights  and  Carpenters  11, 
Smiths  9,  Builders  8,  Coachbuilder  1,  Plumbers  3,  Aerated  Water  Works  2,  Hurdle  Maker  1,  Cycle  Works  5, 
Milliner  1,  and  Laundry  1. 

WILLIAM  ARMISTEAD,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Stapleford, 

Cambridge, 

January,  1907. 


